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also developed and improved the sys-
tems of instruction used with the stu-
dents of Troy Junior and Senior High 
Schools. 

What sets Dr. Francom apart is not 
only his leadership and pioneering at 
his own school, but his initiative in 
helping the schools in other parts of 
Lincoln County. His efforts are focused 
on aiding Troy, Libby, and Eureka 
with hopes to share in the milestones 
they reach. 

At only 36 years old, he has earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Utah State Uni-
versity, a master’s degree from Univer-
sity of Arizona, and his doctorate, 
along with a second master’s from The 
University of Montana. He started his 
career working at a boarding school in 
the Yaak, but in 5 short years became 
a rising star at Troy Junior and Senior 
High School. Three years later, he was 
serving as superintendent. 

The characteristics that have made 
Dr. Francom a prime candidate for this 
award are not limited to his work in 
the education field. His humility and 
perseverance have made him a positive 
and inspiring example for our State. It 
is with great appreciation that I thank 
Principal Francom for his work in 
Troy and across our State.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING KATHERINE 
KELLEY 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate a true role model 
in the Nevada community, Ms. Kath-
erine Kelley. Ms. Kelley was crowned 
both Miss Summerlin and Miss Nevada 
and recently competed in the Miss 
America competition. I am truly hon-
ored to congratulate her on these great 
achievements. 

The Miss America pageant began in 
1921 and is one of the world’s largest 
scholarship providers to young women. 
The initiative focuses on creating 
change in the lives of others and con-
tributes a great amount of charity 
work in communities across the coun-
try. This characteristic of giving exem-
plifies Ms. Kelley’s everyday life as a 
teacher in the Las Vegas community, 
working to help children excel aca-
demically. 

Ms. Kelley, a Madisonville, KY, na-
tive, moved to Las Vegas in May of 2014 
and began working with Teach for 
America in hopes of helping with the 
local teacher shortage. She is currently 
pursuing her master’s degree at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, in the 
College of Education, studying sec-
ondary math education. Along with 
pursuing her master’s degree, she is 
also a geometry instructor at Mojave 
High School. Her initial passion for 
teaching began when she spent time 
volunteering in the Alabama public 
school system. Her experience there 
drove her in her aspirations to create 
positive change. Through Miss Amer-
ica, Ms. Kelley has had the opportunity 
to bring light to the importance of 
school attendance in low-income com-
munities, as well as encourage students 

of both genders in their science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math studies. 
The scholarships that Ms. Kelley has 
earned through Miss America will 
allow her to finish her master’s degree 
debt free. 

I know the citizens of the Silver 
State are proud to see a fellow Nevadan 
succeed in pursuing her dreams. Today, 
I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Katherine Kelley on this 
incredible honor. I wish her the best of 
luck as she serves as an ambassador for 
our great State and thank her for her 
work in helping Nevada’s students.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING HOWARD R. HUGHES 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas, UNLV, Hughes Col-
lege of Engineering for its incredible 
work in creating the Flexy-Hand 2 for 
5-year-old Hailey Dawson. Hailey was 
born with Poland syndrome, making it 
extremely difficult to grip smaller 
items. The Flexy-Hand 2, a 3D-printed 
prosthetic device created by the UNLV 
engineering department, provides 
Hailey with new technology that ad-
dresses this difficulty, giving her the 
ability to participate in her favorite 
sport—baseball. 

Hailey’s mom, Yong Dawson, ap-
proached Brendan O’Toole, UNLV’s 
chair of medical engineering, to ask if 
the department would be willing to cre-
ate a prosthetic hand for her daughter. 
O’Toole was eager to take on the 
project, gathering students from UNLV 
and local high schools to help. The 
team has spent nearly 2 years working 
on the project and continues perfecting 
the device, including the addition of in-
dividual finger movement. Hailey’s 
current Flexy-Hand 2 is the fourth 
version from the university. The tech-
nology fits her palm, connecting the 
fingers to her wrist, ultimately giving 
her control of her hand’s grasping mo-
tion. 

Hailey has now had two unique op-
portunities to show off her prosthetic 
hand, both throwing out the first pitch 
at a UNLV baseball game in March and 
at a Baltimore Orioles game in August. 
Hailey’s mother contacted the Orioles 
in pursuit of making her child’s dreams 
a reality, asking them for a meet-up. 
In response, the team invited Hailey 
and her family to a game and allowed 
Hailey to throw the opening pitch. Be-
fore hitting the field, Hailey had the 
opportunity to meet Manny Machado 
and have her hand autographed. 

I would like to congratulate Hailey 
on her participation in these unforget-
table experiences and on an excellent 
first pitch. She is truly a shining exam-
ple of positivity within the Las Vegas 
community. 

I would also like to recognize UNLV’s 
Howard R. Hughes College of Engineer-
ing and Brendan O’Toole for their hard 
work and dedication to improving the 
lives of others. This is an inspiring 
story and should stand as an example 

to the Nevada family. The team con-
tinues its work not only by fine tuning 
the Flexy-Hand 2 but also by con-
necting with other universities to raise 
awareness about the technology. I ask 
my colleagues to join me and all Ne-
vadans in congratulating this incred-
ible engineering department for its 
selfless work in helping a fellow Ne-
vadan. I wish both the university and 
Hailey luck in all of their future en-
deavors.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. YUICHI SHODA, 
DR. WALTER MISCHEL, AND DR. 
PHILIP PEAKE 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of the Golden Goose 
Award, which recognizes researchers 
whose seemingly obscure, federally 
funded research has returned signifi-
cant benefits to society. 

In particular, I rise to celebrate 2015 
Golden Goose Awardees Drs. Walter 
Mischel, Philip Peake, and Yuichi 
Shoda for the impact of their Marsh-
mallow Test research. Their work— 
funded by the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Science Foun-
dation—has had a significant impact 
on how we understand human behavior, 
how we educate our children, and even 
how we save for retirement. 

These researchers used a simple test 
to measure pre-schoolers’ self-control, 
offering children one marshmallow now 
or two if they could wait just 15 min-
utes alone with their prospective treat. 
They never expected to find that how 
children performed on this simple, 
silly-sounding test would be related to 
the children’s future SAT scores, their 
propensity for obesity or drug addic-
tion, and even the very chemistry of 
their brains. 

In their followup study, Dr. Yuichi 
Shoda, now a professor at the Univer-
sity of Washington, found, based on re-
porting by parents and teachers, that 
children who had been able to wait 
longer for their extra treat at age 4 
tended to show better adjustment in 
adolescence. They had more social and 
academic competence, were more able 
to handle stress adeptly, and persisted 
better in goal pursuit in the face of 
frustration. The researchers, joined by 
many collaborators across an array of 
disciplines, have followed these chil-
dren now for more than 30 years. They 
have documented correlations between 
the ability to delay and life outcomes 
as diverse as SAT scores, body-mass 
index, the frequency of drug abuse, and 
measurable differences in brain func-
tioning, which are visible thanks to 
modern functional MRI techniques. 

Today, Dr. Shoda is looking at how 
people can benefit from an awareness 
of the kinds of situations in which they 
excel at self-control and those in which 
they are most vulnerable to self-con-
trol failure. 

Far from a story about fixed fates, 
their discoveries about the importance 
of self-control and how it can be cul-
tivated today informs how we teach 
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our children and helps us recognize the 
potential that lies in all of us. They 
have helped usher in a new age of un-
derstanding of human development and 
behavior. Our lives are the better for 
it. I am proud to stand in recognition 
of their work.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MELANIE MASSEY 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, the folks 
who commit their lives to nursing peo-
ple back to health provide tremendous 
benefit to their communities. Whether 
it is physical or speech therapy, pro-
viding community members with hope 
during a difficult time is a noble act, 
and one that is greatly appreciated, es-
pecially when those community mem-
bers are children. This week’s Small 
Business of the Week employs folks 
who provide therapy sessions to adults 
and children alike. I would like to rec-
ognize Melanie Massey Physical Ther-
apy as Small Business of the Week for 
their commitment to providing excep-
tional health and therapy services to 
children in Monroe, West Monroe, 
Ruston, and Shreveport, LA. 

Louisiana native Melanie Massey 
began her career as a physical thera-
pist upon graduating from Louisiana 
State University School of Allied 
Health Sciences in 1993. Shortly after 
graduation, Melanie began working at 
LSU Medical Center in 1994, spending 
the majority of her time tending to 
wound and burn victims. However, she 
soon realized pediatric care was her 
passion. In 1995 with only 2 years of 
physical therapy experience, Melanie 
opened her own practice. Under the 
motto ‘‘Joyfully use your gifts to 
brighten the lives of others,’’ Melanie 
began spending one-on-one time with 
her young patients, developing unique 
relationships with her clients and 
building a strong reputation attractive 
to patients and parents seeking top- 
notch therapy centers for their chil-
dren. As her clientele grew, so did her 
staff. Melanie has hired over 20 thera-
pists and opened three more centers 
across north Louisiana within a few 
years of opening her business. Pedi-
atric patients enjoy a multitude of 
events hosted by Melanie’s clinics, 
such as boy’s and girl’s movie night 
and a summer camp that specializes in 
teaching handwriting, friendship build-
ing, and sensory integration. Today, 
the Melanie Massey Therapy team con-
sists of full-time physical therapists, 
occupational therapists, and speech 
therapists, as well as a full billing de-
partment that allows patients to re-
ceive the necessary care upon arrival 
worry free. 

Melanie Massey Physical Therapy 
maintains a hopeful spirit and high-en-
ergy staff that continuously motivates 
their patients in reaching their recov-
ery goals. Furthermore, Melanie en-
courages her staff to continue their 
education while employed in her phys-
ical therapy centers, ensuring her staff 
can be among the most highly trained 
therapists in north Louisiana. 

The ability to help her patients over-
come some of the most challenging 
hurdles in their young lives serves as 
an inspiration to all entrepreneurs who 
devote themselves to the well-being of 
their customers. Congratulations to 
Melanie Massey Physical Therapy and 
her team for being recognized as this 
week’s Small Business of the Week.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING DENNIS AND 
RUTH DITCH 

∑ Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 
offer my congratulations to Dennis and 
Ruth Ditch as they celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary on September 25. 
Dennis and Ruth are the parents of 
David Ditch, one of my staffers on the 
Budget Committee. They are also the 
parents of three daughters, Lori, Lynn, 
and Barbara, and have two grand-
children, Lana and Ginger. 

Dennis and Ruth Ditch both grew up 
in western New York, and their five 
decades together demonstrate the best 
qualities of a married couple. They 
have supported one another in raising 
four children, moved cross country 
twice for work opportunities prior to 
settling in Bloomfield, NY, and spent 
25 years operating a small business 
they started together. Their commit-
ment to one another never wavered 
even during the trying period when 
Ruth underwent chemotherapy to over-
come an aggressive form of lymphoma. 
In recent years, they have become lead-
ers for Gideons International in their 
area. 

As successful parents, entrepreneurs, 
and active members of their commu-
nity, Dennis and Ruth Ditch exemplify 
the values that make America great, 
whether in my home State of Wyoming 
or in New York. I give them my best 
wishes for the future.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING HARRY MCGRATH 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to 
pay tribute to Mr. Harry P. McGrath, 
Sr., a Pennsylvanian and a close friend. 
Harry passed away unexpectedly on 
September 7, 2015. 

Harry devoted his life to his family 
and to public service and advocacy. 
Following his graduation from Dun-
more High School, where he was an 
outstanding student and athlete, and 
Kutztown University, he worked as a 
Special Agent in the U.S. Secret Serv-
ice. During the 1980s he protected 
President Ronald Reagan and Vice 
President George H.W. Bush, earning 
commendations for his work in Gre-
nada and the Khyber Pass. By the time 
he left the Secret Service to attend law 
school, he had earned special achieve-
ment and performance awards for his 
significant contributions to the agen-
cy’s efficient operation. 

After graduating cum laude from the 
Widener University School of Law, 
where he was a member of the Law Re-
view, Harry continued his work in pub-
lic service as a law clerk for Judge Wil-
liam J. Nealon in the U.S. District 

Court for the Middle District of Penn-
sylvania. He went on to become a dis-
tinguished lawyer in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, admitted to practice law 
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, 
the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, and 
the U.S. District Court for the Middle 
District of Pennsylvania. He was a 
partner in the law firm of O’Malley, 
Harris, Durkin, and Perry PC and the 
founder of the McGrath Law Offices in 
Scranton. With his legal expertise, sig-
nificant experience and sound judge-
ment, Harry was an ideal person to 
serve as the chairman of my Judicial 
Selection for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania. 

In addition to his work as a lawyer, 
Harry was also a strong advocate for 
Pennsylvania’s children, as the solic-
itor for more than 30 years for the 
Scranton School District, representing 
students, parents, teachers, and admin-
istrators in matters of education and 
employment. He was passionate about 
his work on behalf of children with 
learning disabilities and other school- 
aged children in need. He was an early 
and strong supporter of the new Scran-
ton High School Project and a past 
member of the Board of Directors of 
the Friendship House, an organization 
that provides quality programs and 
services designated to enhance the 
well-being of children and families in 
his community. 

As much as public service and advo-
cacy defined his career, politics was in 
Harry’s blood. Named after his grand-
father, the late Harry P. O’Neill, a U.S. 
Representative in the 1950s, Harry 
McGrath worked hard to elect can-
didates to public office, candidates in 
whom he believed. He served as Lacka-
wanna County Democratic Party chair-
man and volunteered his time, talent, 
and energy to countless campaigns 
throughout his life. 

Despite his numerous accomplish-
ment, the most important legacy 
Harry leaves behind is his family. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his wife 
of 33 years, Joell; their four children, 
Harry, Bob, Betsey, and Joe; his broth-
ers and sisters; all of his nieces and 
nephews; and his many friends. I pray 
that God will give them strength and 
that Harry’s life of family, faith, and 
service will continue to inspire them in 
the years ahead.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:32 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H.R. 23) to reauthorize the National 
Windstorm Impact Reduction Program, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, 
without amendment: 

S. 230. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the Yukon 
Kuskokwim Health Corporation located in 
Bethel, Alaska. 
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